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9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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Visit the IBA website at:   www.indianablacksmithing.org 
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We just concluded a great Conference.  Unfortunately I experienced a tech-
nical problem with my computer and lost all of my photographs.  Hopefully we 
will have some pictures to share in the next Forge Fire. 

Perhaps the biggest highlight for me was seeing Carol Stout at the Gallery ta-
ble on Friday evening.  Most of you know that Carol has been battling cancer.  
She felt well enough to come out and visit for a while.  It was great seeing her 
smiling face. 

The pre-conference class led by Nathan Robertson was a big hit.  The 2-day 
class resulted in every participant making a forging hammer and a sledge.  
Five of the students displayed their hammers in the conference gallery.  All of 
them were first rate work.  Clearly the pre-conference classes are becoming a 
popular tradition.  Jim Johnston is already making plans for next year. 

I had the pleasure of recording Michael Bendeleôs demonstration.  That re-
stricted my ability to see the other demonstrators, but I did pick up some very 
good tips.  Michael worked with nonferrous materials on Sunday.  The fellow 
beside me was as surprised as I to see Michael work a hot copper into a free 
form vessel.  We had always been told to work copper cold by heating then 
quenching to anneal.  We had not been informed that copper can worked hot 
from a dull red to well into the black range.  Another very helpful piece of infor-
mation was to change the gas forge from 0.040ò tips normally used for iron 
and steel to 0.030ò tips for nonferrous.  The forge was much cooler, running at 
a red heat, but more than sufficient for copper, bronze and brass.  A number 
of details and comments about various nonferrous materials are listed on pag-
es 6 and 7. 

There are two upcoming antique power and steam shows coming up in Au-
gust listed on page 8.  The pioneer engineers are looking for blacksmiths to 
demonstrate in their shop south of Rushville on August 6-9.  The shop is well 
appointed and looks spectacular.  If you are interested, contact Phil Barnard 
(ph:  317-710-4337, E mail pbarnard56@gmail.com). 

With the IBA conference concluded, we have the Upper Midwest Regional 
Blacksmith Conference (UMRBC or ñPontiacò) coming next month.  Details 
can be found at http://www.umrbc.org/Home.html.  Bill Conyers is the IBA co-
ordinator.  If you want to help out or have any questions contact Bill at (574) 
277-8729 or email:  billconyerssr@yahoo.com  

The State Fair is just around the corner.  The IBA is continuing to support this 
event that provides education and outreach to the public.  Bill Newman is co-
ordinating work schedules and access passes.  Contact Bill at (317) 690-2455 
or email:  ruralsmiths1@yahoo.com for details. 
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Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
 
The weather was beautiful. So nice that only three members showed up.  Dave Kline, Eric Shotwell, , and 
Dave Wells. We worked our buns off, tweaking things, de burring,  cleaning the project and prepping for a 
finish. We applied a first coat. The day was long and the three of us was tired. Eric decided to take the gar-
den bench home and apply the second coat, before bringing it to the conference. No picture was taken.  
Reported by Dave Wells  
 
 
 
Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
 
The Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop was opened by Kenny Dettmer who started making 
a handle for our new tool box.  He took six pieces of 3/16"round mild steel. He forge welded the ends togeth-
er in a "V" block and explained why this method was used.  Brad Weaver made two punches with wrapped 
handles, one round and one square.  Ray Dean worked on a set of dividers and a leaf.  Leland Dean made a 
heart stake.  Alex Spellman was mentored by Jack Newcomb on basics.  Tim Thompson made his world fa-
mous ,one-of-a-kind leaf.  Charlie Helton and Brad Weaver made a hold down to hold objects on edge! We 
had 23 to attend.  Our next get together opportunity will be the conference at Tipton Fairgrounds.  Be there 
and have a great time!  We will have our regular monthly meeting on the 13th.  Hope you're not too tired to 
attend.  Paul Bray 

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 
    Dennis Todd (574) 542-4886 
 

Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Doug Moreland (217) 284-3457 
    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 
 

Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd and 4th Saturday 
Contact:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 
  John Schamber (260) 579-7303 

 

Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

 
 

Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 

Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Doug Neukam (812) 259-4430 
 Steve Stoll (812) 486-9668 
 Kathy Malone (812) 725-3310 

 

Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Bill Newman  (317) 690-2455 

Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 
 
 

Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  John Zile:  (765) 533-4153 
 Larry Singer (765) 643-5953 
 Farrel Wells (765) 768-6235 

 

St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

The Southern Indiana Meteorite Mashers       
Contacts:  Billy Merritt (812) 338-2876 
 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 

 

One-Armed Blacksmithôs Shop 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Tim Metz (812)  447-2606  

 

ñDocò Ramseyer Blacksmith Shop  
Location:  6032W  550N, Sharpsville, IN  46060 
Meet:  3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Contacts:  Mike Kelley 
 Charles Gruell  (765) 513-5390 
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
 
 
Rural Smiths of Mid-America 
 
Well another IBA Conference is in the books. It was another great job by all who worked so hard at putting 
this on. Thanks for all your hard work. 
 
The RSMA will be at the Johnson County Tractor Show June 19-21. We will be doing demos all  weekend in 
the blacksmith shop. come on down and give us a helping hand or just stop by and say hi, there will be lots of 
thing going on at the tractor show. 
 
Our July meeting will be on the 11th of July, do to the 1st Saturday be on the 4th, we move to the next Satur-
day.  We will be meeting at Bob Hesson shop. He has ask that we have 2-3 1/2 hour demos. I am working on 
setting these up, and should have this done by then. everyone is welcome to join us there. 
Thanks, Ron 
 
 
 
The Southern Indiana Meteorite Mashers       
 
The mashers met at Jeff Reinhardt's shop in 
Floyds Knobs this month.  
 
Had a new young smith to join in Isaiah was 
brought by Steve King and was given one on 
one by Steve King. Isaiah finished several 
items and has the makings of a good smith. 
Pete Riddle made a forged big hook with a 
drifted eye to hang a new wagon wheel lamp 
in his house. The hook involved the BFH fa-
vorite task team striking and then slitting and 
drifting a 2" eye on the hook. Butch Sparks 
meanwhile unloaded a pair of large wheels 
from a truck and Jeff Reinhardt welded them 
together and burnt an access hole to make a 
fire pit. Mike Mills made an angle iron flour 
de Lies that came out very nicely. Mike's 
daughter Hermione brought a copper bracelet that she had chased a design into. Jeff buffed it for her. It was 
very nicely chased. Then Butch made a betty lamp that hangs from a hook. Very nice.  
 
A great time was had by all, and at several times we had 3 irons in the fire with 3 smiths juggling for anvil 
space. Heck Butch and Pete shared the anvil doing 2 projects at once. 
 
Next meeting is at Steve Kings shop in Paoli 

The Indiana Blacksmithing Association (IBA) Facebook Group now has 202 members. This is a signifi-
cant growth over the 9 month lifetime of this group.  
 
I think the group is providing a real service to our community in terms of sharing information, photos of 
work in progress and completed and in promoting general blacksmithing camaraderie.  
 

IBA Webmaster (webmaster@indianablacksmithing.org) 

Dominick Andrisani (andrisan@purdue.edu) 

mailto:webmaster@indianablacksmithing.org
mailto:andrisan@purdue.edu
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
(editors note:  The following was information that should have been included in last monthôs Forge Fire) 
 
The Southern Indiana Meteorite Mashers    
 
The meteorite Mashers met at Dave Kunkler's shop in Branchville. 
Joseph Gehl made a Damascus billet and then Pete Riddle made 

a Hot cut and then a 
knife from some spring 
steel Jeff Reinhardt had 
brought. Mike Mills made 
a pair of Curtain hold 
backs which he present-
ed to Donna Kunkler. 
Jeff Reinhardt made a 
small patch knife cheese 
spreader which he gave 
to Pete to take to his 
lovely young Bride. Ste-
ve King demonstrated 
grinding and heat treat-
ment of the knife Pete 
had made. Dave Kunkler 
made a knife from a tiny 
roller bearing which 
when sharped would 
shave hair just the paring 
knife Pete made. The 
photo shows both in Steve 
Kings hand! 

 
Next meeting at Jeff Reinhardt's 
shop in Floyds Knobs 


