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9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 
PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 

 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
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This issue includes a good number of photographs from our recent confer-
ence.  Thanks to Jim Johnston, Jamie Johnston and Dominick Andrisani for 
their contributions.  It was a great conference as noted by all of the smiling 
faces.   

Congratulations to: Terry Walls:  Paul Moffett Service Award 

    Wesley Hale:  Rookie of the Year 

    John Cummins:  Blacksmith of the Year. 

I this time I do not have any information about scheduled hammer ins.  For 
the month of July we have the Upper Midwest Regional Blacksmith Confer-
ence in Pontiac, IL.  UMRBC is co-sponsored by IBA, IVBA and UMBA.   Bill 
Conyers is the IBA chairman.  Contact Bill if you are interested in helping.  In 
August the IBA will be supporting the Indiana State Fair.  Bill Newman is the 
IBA co-ordinator for that event.  Contact Bill for information and scheduling. 

As noted in last months Forge Fire the Pioneer Engineers are looking for a 
blacksmith to demonstrate in their new shop at the Rushville steam show 
August 6-9.  Anyone interested should contact Phil Barnard (ph:  317-710-
4337, E-mail pbarnard56@gmail.com). 

Harley Harley Chandler has invited anyone interested to come to his shop 
on July 11th to see the carriage he and his brothers have built for the Coloni-
al Williamsburg Foundation. The carriage is finished and will soon be trans-
ported to Colonial Williamsburg. They have worked on this carriage a num-
ber of years. He said this will be a good time to have fun, see the finished 
carriage and talk with friends.  Details on Harleyôs shop can be found at the 
following site:  http://www.chandlercoach.net/18th_Century_Phaeton.html 

Friends Becks Mill are in the process of building a blacksmith shop and car-
penter shop combination at the Beck's Mill outside Salem, Indiana.  Dona-
tions of older carpenter tools and blacksmith tools would be appreciat-
ed.  For example a pedal lave. 

 
People can contact Raymond Lee at 812-883-4009 his home or office or cell 
number 812-620-6290. 

 
The building they are putting up is 20 feet by 30 feet. Half is the carpenter 
shop and half is the blacksmith shop. 

submitted by Ray Sease 

http://www.chandlercoach.net/18th_Century_Phaeton.html
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Satellite 13 
 
 
Well the weather held up better than expected on Saturday, and despite an unusually low turnout, 
we had a good olô time making some noise.  Daniel Sutton came out and made a few items, the last 
of which was a bottle opener from flat bar.  Bill Corey was in attendance, giving helpful hints and 
keeping the humor alive and well.  Don Reitzel forged a bit and assisted Tom Peters (a relative new-
comer) in making some leaf pendants and a bottle opener that he was planning to give to some 
friends who are moving elsewhere.  Forgemaster Bill Newman was there for helpful tips as well as 
entertainment, and made some marvelous mustaches to adorn the faces his wife put on their trees.  
Harry Averett tried out a new slitter made by Steve King. The slitter performed admirably, and a drift 
was made to stretch the hole.  All in all, we made plenty of noise, and a good bit of smoke, a few rib-
ald jokes, and had a great time.  Weôre planning to have some tool-making time and maybe a class 
coming up later this year.  
 
I forgot to mention that Bill showed some chemistry teachers a bit of forging as well. I would be re-
miss to forget that, as it was pretty entertaining.  

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 
    Dennis Todd (574) 542-4886 
 

Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Doug Moreland (217) 284-3457 
    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 
 

Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd and 4th Saturday 
Contact:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 
  John Schamber (260) 579-7303 

 

Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

 
 

Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 

Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Doug Neukam (812) 259-4430 
 Steve Stoll (812) 486-9668 
 Kathy Malone (812) 725-3310 

 

Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Bill Newman  (317) 690-2455 

Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 
 
 

Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  John Zile:  (765) 533-4153 
 Larry Singer (765) 643-5953 
 Farrel Wells (765) 768-6235 

 

St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

The Southern Indiana Meteorite Mashers       
Contacts:  Billy Merritt (812) 338-2876 
 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 

 

One-Armed Blacksmithôs Shop 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Tim Metz (812)  447-2606  

 

ñDocò Ramseyer Blacksmith Shop  
Location:  6032W  550N, Sharpsville, IN  46060 
Meet:  3rd Sunday at 2 PM 
Contacts:  Mike Kelley 
 Charles Gruell  (765) 513-5390 
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
 
Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
 
The Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop started the fire at 9:30am .  Bill Kendrick 
and Brad Weaver were working on tongs to be donated to the "One Armed  Blacksmiths" in support 
of the 4 H club of Bartholomew County. They are setting up forges in the Bartholomew County 4H 
Fair grounds. They are also backed by The Bartholomew County Historical Society.  Alex and sever-
al others (including Charlie Helton) are making tooling of various sorts to help these young people 
get a good start at blacksmithing. We hope they will be encouraged to continue to excel. There were 
16 in attendance. Next month the Indiana State Fair will be going on.  Please contact me or one of 
the forge masters if you can work in the blacksmith shop in Pioneer Village and when you can be 
available.  Tickets and parking passes need to be distributed before you get there.  Paul Bray  
 
 
 
 
Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
 
Everybody must be on vacation. Gary, Dave Kline, Eric and I were the only ones that showed up. 
We talked about the conference while eating donuts and drinking coffee. Eric started working on 
hinges for a tool box so the two Dave's helped him. After going to Sulphur Springs to eat and return-
ing. We started on the hinges again. No iron in the hat was held. Reported by Dave Wells. 
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
 
The Southern Indiana Meteorite Mashers       

 

The June meeting was held at Steve King's shop in Paoli. 

We had several new folks to visit and many of the regu-

lars as well. The weather threatened rain many times but 

never a single drop fell. Billy Merritt was present and di-

rected an experiment using 3 different people to forge a 

billet followed by a fourth person to heat treat. More to 

follow soon. there was much forging and also a little story 

telling. A good lunch of grilled hot dogs and fixings was 

followed by a good iron in the hat. The BFH tried splitting 

and drifting for a 1 1/4" square hole through 1 1/2" round 

and it worked out well. This was a tool try out for our next 

Steamboat days show in Jeffersonville Indiana on labor 

day weekend. 

 

Next meeting will be at Jason Hardin's shop on Mill 

Creek road near Salem. 


