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IBA MEETING SCHEDULE 

Jan 15 

2021 
TBD—CONTACT STEVE KING IF YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO HOST 

Feb 19 

2021 KEN DETTMER’S SHOP 

Mar 19 

2021 TBD—ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Apr 16 

2021 
TBD—CONTACT STEVE KING IF YOU 

WOULD LIKE TO HOST 

Secondary Story Headline 

More nearby resources and organi-

zations for blacksmiths: 

Rural Smiths of Mid-America: 
Meetings are on the first Saturday 

of each month  
Call Ron Gill 

 317-374-8323 for details 

 Librarian:  Larry Rosentrader  
 8715 E. 375 N  
 Churubusco, IN 46723-9501 
 260-693-3267 
 lrosentrader@gmail.com  
 
Editor:  Bill Kendrick 
1280 N 900 W 
Seymour, IN 47274 
(812) 344-1021 
bill.d.kendrick@cummins.com 
 
Treasurer and membership secretary: 
Farrel Wells 
8235 E 499 S 
Dunkirk, IN 47336-8807 
(765) 768-6235 
flwells2647@gmail.com  
 
Awards Chairman:  Brad Weaver 
2703 South Water Plant Road 
Westport, IN    47283 
(812) 371-8674 
bweaverhlw@yahoo.com 

THE FORGE FIRE 

December 2021 

9:30 AM is the regular meeting time for IBA Hammer-Ins  
with beginner training available at 9:00 AM. 

PLEASE  MAKE SURE TO ASK FOR HELP! 
 

If you would like an IBA membership application form, 
 please contact Farrel Wells, Membership Secretary  

(765) 768-6235.  
BULK LOTS ARE AVAILABLE TO DEMONSTRATORS,  

SHOPS, SHOWS AND OTHERS WILLING TO MAKE THEM AVAILABLE.   
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP. 

Check the latest Forge Fire for monthly IBA revisions.  

The Forge Fire is the newsletter of 
the Indiana Blacksmithing 
Association Inc. (IBA) IBA is an 
affiliate of the Artist-Blacksmiths 
Association of North America Inc. 
Permission is granted to other 
similar non-profit organizations to 
reproduce uncopyrighted articles 
originally appearing in The Forge 
Fire provided credit is given the 
original source. 
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Dates to  
Remember 

 
March 19 Annual 
Business Meeting 

location TBD 
 

June 3-5 
IBA Conference 

In the September Forge Fire I reported that Farrel Wells was in the hospi-
tal.  He has been in the hospital or rehabilitation facility for about three 
months.  Farrel notified me in mid-November that he was home and recov-
ering.  Since then, I received word that his wife passed away.  I encourage 
you to send a card or letter to Farrel (his address is on the front and rear 
cover). 

For those who do not know Farrel, he does a tremendous amount of work 
for the IBA as treasurer and membership chair.  Farrel also mails the Forge 
Fire to people who get the hard copy versions.  Some folks told me they 
received their October and November Forge Fires in the same week.  The 
personal issues were the reason for the delay.  The December issue may 
be arriving late, but that is my fault as I am over a week past due on send-
ing it to the printer. 

Farrel has a new email address.  If you need to connect with him regarding 
membership issues, be sure to use his new address:  
flwells2647@gmail.com. 

We are drawing close to the end of 2021.  I want to thank the IBA board 
and the volunteers that have put a great deal of time and effort into the IBA.  
Along with the current board, John Bennett, Jim Malone and Fred Oden did 
an outstanding job organizing regional conferences to move us out of the 
pandemic doldrums.   

A board meeting was held during the December hammer in held at Don 
Reitzel’s shop.  I did not make the meeting, so I do not have any infor-
mation to share.  I did get confirmation the annual conference will be held 
June 3-5 at Tipton County fairgrounds.  I expect more details coming soon. 

I do not have details regarding locations for upcoming hammer ins, other 
than February at Ken Dettmer’s shop.  If you would like to host a hammer 
in, please contact Steve King. 

Looking toward 2022, think about your role in the IBA: 

• We have two board positions up for election.  I have not spoken to Steve 
King or Gary Phillips about their intentions to run for re-election.   

• I am feeling quite stale as the Forge Fire editor.  I think a change would 
benefit the organization.  If you have an interest in taking on this role, 
please let me know.  The job is extremely interesting as you network 
with blacksmiths in the IBA and across the country.   
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Jennings County Historical Society Blacksmith Shop 
 
Roland Cook was mentored by Kevin Welsh on some of the ba-
sics.  Nathan and Samantha Pelvor worked on the basics on 
the other anvil.  Dave Good spent some time on both big ham-
mers reducing a large bar into a hardy cut off tool .   
 
Dec hammer in at John Cummins, Jan at Dave Good (603 S 
Chestnut St, Seymour), Feb at Kenny Dettmer.   
 
Attendance was 16,good turnout. Kevin was good enough to 
supply us with a propane heater.   
 
Many thanks!And don't forget iron in the hat!   
Paul Bray 

IBA Satellite Groups and News 

1)  Sutton-Terock Memorial Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Fred Oden  (574) 223-3508 

    Tim Pearson (574) 298-8595  
 

2)  Jennings County Historical Society  
 Blacksmith Shop 

Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contact:  Ray Sease (812) 522-7722 

 

3)  Wabash Valley Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  3rd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Cochran (812) 241-8447  

    Max Hoopengarner (812) 249-8303 
 

4)  Fall Creek Blacksmith Shop 
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Gary Phillips (260) 251-4670 

  

5)  Maumee Valley Blacksmiths  
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Clint Casey (260) 627-6270 

    Mark Thomas (260) 758 2332 
 

6)  St. Joe Valley Forgers  
Meet:  4th Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Bill Conyers (574) 277-8729 
 John Latowski (574) 344-1730 
 

7) Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  2nd Saturday at 9 AM 
Contacts:  Ted Stout (765) 572-2467 

8) Meteorite Mashers 
Contacts:  Mike Mills (812) 633-4273 

 Steve King (812) 797-0059 
 Jeff Reinhardt 812-949-7163 
 

9) Whitewater Valley Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contact:  Keith Hicks  (765) 914-6584 

 
 

10) Bunkum Valley Metalsmiths 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contacts:  Jim Malone (812) 725-3311 
 Terry Byers (812) 275-7150 
 Carol Baker   (317) 809-0314 

 

11) Covered Bridge Blacksmith Guild 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  John Bennett  (812) 877-7274 

 

12)  Snake Road Forge 
Meet:  1st Saturday 
Contact:  Rod Marvel  (219) 241-0628 

 

13)  Satellite 13 
Meet:  4th Saturday 
Contact:  Darrin Burch (317) 607-3170 
  Doug Wilson (317) 439-7684 
 

14)  Old Town Waverly Blacksmiths 
Meet:  2nd Saturday 
Contacts:  Mike Lyvers (317-728-5771),  
    Kenny Hale (765-318-3390),  
    Mike Jackson (317-509-9115).  
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IBA Satellite Groups and News (continued) 
 
Meteorite Mashers 
 
The IBA State monthly meeting in conjunction with the monthly Meteorite Mashers meeting was held at Jeff 
Reinhardt's shop. The meeting in November is also the now infamous Smoked Turkey Hammer-in. 
The Smoked Turkey hammer-in is known for the very nice iron in the hat and this year was no exception. 
Since the iron in the hat proceeds went to a Smith in need, everyone stepped up their game. We had a ware-
house cart of items that required $5 each tickets, and there were VERY nice items on that cart (the cart itself 
was a $5 ticket item). Steve king and Chuck Henderson put hand made hammers on the cart and Steve King 
put 2 handled hot cuts. Jeff Reinhardt put a small self contained hydraulic system on the cart a wood 
lathe,  as well as a split cross from copper. There was a lovely copper soup ladle and Other items. That was 
the just the put a ticket in the cup cart. There was also perhaps 75 nice items in the $1 iron in the hat and a 
truck bed full of scrap to choose from. Almost $400 was raised for our brother smith in need. 
 
We had several new to the Meteorite Mashers visitors form the North as well as a beginner. Bob Hunley did a 
beginners class with him. The food was excellent with a chili from John Jones, Jeff's hickory smoked turkey 
and a spicy bean soup. No one left hungry And as predicted, a good time was had by all. 
 
Due to Christmas day being our normal meeting date there will be no meeting in December. Our January 
meeting will be at Steve King's shop in Paoli. NOTE: he has a nicely heated shop. Happy Holidays to all. 

Looking for Background Information 
 

Barbara Kummerer  is looking for information on an antique that was sold to her as a blacksmith’s nail 
bench.  If you recognize this piece and can share any information please contact  Barbara directly at 
email: barbara.kummerer@gmail.com.   

 
Barbara writes:  “Back in 1974, my 
husband and I purchased this piece 
of craftsmanship from an antique 
dealer in Indiana. It was identified 
to us then as a blacksmith's nail 
bench. It is entirely hand-made in 
its construction, from the use of 
wood in its basic structure to the 
formation of the copper bins and 
metal work. The upper bins are 
numbered 5, 6, 7, and 8.  The up-
per and lower 'platforms' swivel and the piece is on wheels. The piece is 
quite unique and maybe, one-of-a-kind. 

 
I recently wrote to the Museum of Early Trades and 
Crafts in New Jersey for their help in identifying this 
piece. The curator responded: I have not seen a piece 
like this before, so I cannot assist you further. Occa-
sionally, many craftspeople created objects that 
"worked" for them and their business, so this object 
could potentially serve a specific purpose for the mak-
er - a holder or some sort or something along those 
lines."  Shelly Cathcart, Curator of Collections & Exhib-
its. 
 
Although purchased in Indiana at an antique show, I 
cannot say that this piece was made in Indiana.” 

mailto:barbara.kummerer@gmail.com
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Hinge Eye Bender  

 
 
 
 

 
Three sizes of hinge tool  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tool with rolled eye on hinge   Hinges installed on a  
    chuck wagon box  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reprinted from the Bituminous Bits, newsletter of the Alabama Forge Council  

 
This tool was seen in Donald Streeter’s Book “Professional Blacksmithing, 

AFC President Travis Fleming provided these pictures 
of a tool he made for rolling the eyes for some hinges. 
The hinges go on a restored chuck wagon. Travis cited 
some pages from George Dixon’s Traditional Met-
alsmith as a source for the idea. There may be other 
sources.  
 
This seems like an idea that’s been out there for a long 
time. To use the tool, hold the piece to be rolled in the 
vise, fit the slot in the tool over the stock, and hammer 
the tool over the stock. The stock will “flow” around 
the inside of the hole, forming an eye for the hinge pin. 
If the piece is wider than the tool, just work the tool 
back and forth while hammering to roll the whole edge.  
Do a little bit at a time, all along the edge. Don’t try to 
finish a section the width of the tool and then move 
over!  

To make the tool, first drill the hole, then saw the slot 
to match. The hole should be the pin size plus twice the 
stock thickness. For 1/8” stock and a 1/4” pin, the hole 
should be 1/2”.  
 
Travis said he drilled just a little larger, 33/64”, and cut 
the slot just a little larger than 1/8”.  
 
Machinists might do this with a wire EDM, but we’re 
talking about working in a blacksmith shop here!  
 
Travis made his out of H13 steel. S7 might also be a 
good choice. Either of these steels will air harden and 
be difficult or impossible to drill after forging, but the 
steel is typically provided in the annealed – soft – state, 
so Travis does the drilling and sawing first and then 
draws out the end to hammer on.  
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Reprinted with permission from The Newsletter of the Kootenay Blacksmiths  
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Ergonomics at the Anvil Patrick 
Beck, Pori, Finland 

 
This is the first part of a three part series of articles. 
The follow-up articles will be about ergonomics in the 
smithy in general, and gymnastics for the blacksmith. 
Even though the article has been written together 
with a physiotherapist, don’t apply it to your work-
shop without questioning. Your body, age and overall 
condition might require a different approach. Talk to 
your local physiotherapist or other specialist to find 
tailored solutions to your situation. Your body will 
thank you. 
 
The smith’s and metalworker’s most important tool 
is the body. Everyone with chronic pain would happi-
ly pay a lot to get rid of it. Most of the time though it 
is not possible to reverse the damage done. There-
fore, it is important to prevent as much as possible. 
Especially because the pain doesn’t stop after work 
and one has to bear with it also in private time. 
 
I had the pleasure to experience a disc issue myself 
which has changed my life and the way I can work. 
When I went back to the workshop I asked my 
physiotherapist how to change the workshop and the 
way I work, so I can stay in good working condition. 
Since full-time professional blacksmiths are only a 
few, little attention has been given to the ergonomics 
of the craft. Here are some hints my physiotherapist 
gave me.  I hope they would be helpful to you. 
 
Even though the article has been written together 
with a physiotherapist, don’t apply it to your work-
shop without questioning. Your body, age and overall 
condition might require a different approach. Talk to 
your local physiotherapist or other specialist to find 
tailored solutions to your situation. Your body will 
thank you. 
 
Change The Working Position Often 
 
A good principle to improve the efficiency of work 
is to serialize the work. The less one has to switch 
tools or move around, the faster the work is done. 
Staying in the same position over longer periods of 
time though, causes stiffness in the body. Some-
times when moving to another work one notices this. 
 
One possible solution is to incorporate minor 
changes in position while one stays at the same 
spot.  This can be for example a wooden block or 
brick beside the workplace. Something one can step 

on switching the foot’s positioning and height. The 
whole body adjusts to this and the necessary amount 
of change in position is accomplished. 
 
At the Anvil, the wooden block can be positioned 
under the horn. This keeps it out of the way and one 
does not stumble upon it. Makes sense to have simi-
lar block or step placed at all the working places. 
 
If one has a workshop with gravel or dirt floor this 
is a bit different. The slight differences in height 
cause a similar effect. Yet another possibility would 
be a rubber mat. But close to the anvil this might be 
difficult due to the fire risk. 
 
Another approach would be to move more during 
the forging process. It is recommendable to not only 
use the wrist but the whole body to swing the ham-
mer.  Also, a slight dancing movement with the feet 
might be helpful. But this is just an inspiration, every-
one has to give it a try and experience yourself what 
works best. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Stepping Block Helps In Constantly Changing  

The Position Within The Work Process 

This 2-page article reprinted from the November/
December issue of the California Blacksmith Online, 
the newsletter of the California Blacksmith Association 
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Ergonomics 

 
Rather A Bit Too High Than A Bit Too Low 
 
The height of the anvil face should be the same 
height as your knuckles when you stand upright. 
 
This is how many texts about the anvil height start. 
This is a starting point, but reality is more complex. 
Factors like 

• most common stock size 

• measurements of the hammerhead 

• additional tooling used (for example a fuller) 

• is a striker assisting in the forging process play a 
significant role. Ideal would be a height adjusta-
ble stand or having several anvils in different 
heights. Probably most smiths don’t have either 
as an option. If one is further interested, Mark 
Aspery goes into Detail about this in his book 
“Fundamentals of Blacksmithing I.” 

 
In my opinion it boils down to how can one work in 
a comfortable standing height, but apply the maxi-
mum force of the hammer blow to the work. To save 
the back one might consider putting the anvil rather 
a bit too high, than a bit too low. If it is too high 
though, one will notice it in a hurting elbow or arm. 

 
Suggested Starting Point for Anvil Height 

 
 
 
 
 

have the face of the anvil at the height of my palm 
when 
standing upright. This allows me to stand upright 
without bending over while forging. It sacrifices 
some 
force of the hammer blow. But probably one rarely 
does heavy forging and if so has a power hammer. 
The 
power hammer should be in a height, which allows 
standing upright too. 
In addition, a swage block mounted at knuckle 
height is great. This is useful for working with top 
tooling and sometimes for cooperation with a striker. 
This also allows to clamp a workpiece with the legs, 
if 
both hands are needed. A shipping palette can be 
acquired for free and can improve ergonomics for a 
striker. The palette is also helpful when working with 
children. 
Of course this would be a relatively luxurious set 
up. The swage block could be replaced with a big 
block 
of scrap metal mounted in the proper height. It is of 
course not as fancy as a swage block, but cheaper 
and 
will serve until better equipment can be acquired. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Height For Second Anvil To Be Used 
With a Striker Or Tooling 

Patrick Beck is a CBA member, from Pori, 
Finland.  He is in a Journeyman Blacksmith 
educational program there. 
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First Class Mail 

February 19 Hammer In 

Kenny Dettmer's Shop  

15721 S 250W Columbus, IN  

From the North: take I 65 S to Ogilville / Walesboro (exit 64) turn. right. Go to the 1st cross-
roads (300 W). Turn left. Approx 1 mile to the "T' . Turn left (600s). Go to 250W. Approx. 4 miles 
to a brick house on your left.  

From the South: I 65N to Jonesville exit 55 turn. right, go to road 950 (in Jonesville). Turn left. 
Go to 250W turn. right. Kenny's house is approx 1/2 mile on your right .  
 

Please bring a dish to share.   

 


